
Where Transition comes from 
and where it’s going... 

From Oil 
Dependency to 
Local Resilience 

30th September 2011. 

 
Rob Hopkins 
 

Transition Network 



From www.chrismartenson.com/crashcourse 



Bingham Canyon Mine, Utah.  







Energy Return on Investment 



The End of Growth 











Transition as...  
• Transition as an inner process 

• Transition as leading by practical example...  

• Transition as an approach rooted in place and 
circumstance... 

• Transition as a tool for turning problems into 
solutions... 

• Transition as a cultural shift... 

• Transition as an economic process.... 

• Transition as a storyteller... 

 









Factors of success 

• Joyful 

• Viral 

• Open source 

• Self-organising 

• Hopeful and constructive 

• Iterative 

• Clarifying 

• Sensitive to place and scale 

• Historic 

























Transition Town Totnes celebrate being one of DECC’s ‘Low Carbon 
Communities’, an award of £625,000 for ‘Transition Streets’ 



Tools for plugging the leaks 
The Brixton Pound goes electronic... 



“…if you want to catch a glimpse of the kinds of 
places outside the political mainstream where the 
new politics might be incubated, take a look at the 
Transition movement … it isn’t so hard to see why 
politicians are so interested.  The Transition 
movement is engaging people in a way that 
conventional politics is failing to do.  It generates 
emotions that have not been seen in political life for 
a long time: enthusiasm, idealism and passionate 
commitment”. 

Madeline Bunting: The Guardian 



www.transitionnetwork.org 
www.transitionculture.org 

Twitter: @robintransition 
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Coming soon! 

The Transition 
Companion 


